
Oxfordshire 2050 (and Oxford 2040) 
– what’s it all about?

August 11th 2021 (7.30-9.00pm on Zoom)

Oxfordshire 2050:
The consultation is on (broadly)
• The Plan Vision and Objectives 
• Key Themes and Policies 
• Spatial Strategy Options
• Next Steps and Monitoring 



What is it?
The Oxfordshire Plan 2050  will 

• focus on strategic planning issues for the 
whole of Oxfordshire

• provide a framework for new Local Plans 

• be used to help make decisions on new 
developments.

It will plan for the next 30 years, up to 
2050 (double the length of Local Plans). 

It is:

• Linked to the 2018 ‘Growth Deal’ with 
Government. The Plan is being prepared 
by all 6 councils with the Oxfordshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership, and the 
Oxfordshire Growth Board.

• A Joint Statutory Spatial Plan (or JSSP) - a 
formal Development Plan Document. 

Once adopted, the Plan will form part of 
the Development Plan for all 6 councils.

• It will set out the “long-term, overarching 
and high-level spatial planning framework 
for Oxfordshire for the period to 2050”. 

• It will influence more detailed Local Plans 
and  provide a spatial framework for other 
plans (e.g. the Local Transport and 
Connectivity Plan and the Health & 
Wellbeing Strategy). It may also help 
shape plans for the Oxford-Cambridge 
Arc.





‘Good Growth’?

• They say “The aim for Oxfordshire is to deliver 'good growth'” –
which means integrating environmental, economic and social 
priorities so that they are mutually supportive. The Oxfordshire Plan 
“will be a key tool in achieving our ambitions for transformative and 
long-term sustainable development”. 

• ‘Good growth’ is as set out in the Oxfordshire Growth Board's 
'Strategic Vision for Long-Term Sustainable Development 2050' that 
has been adopted by each Council. 



Oxford FoE – our starting points:

• This plan covers the period when Oxfordshire 
and the UK needs to move to a zero carbon 
economy. This is a huge challenge. This and 
related Plans must have Zero Carbon as the 
core objective.

• Some level of growth is inevitable

• Oxfordshire is the least affordable place to live 
in the UK and some new, genuinely affordable 
housing is needed.



What level of growth?

• The actual size of the growth – broadly in terms of new homes – is 
partially covered in this consultation document. Existing plans and the 
Oxfordshire Growth Needs Assessment (OGNA) already talk about 
100,000 new homes, although the number needed to meet local 
needs is much lower. The Arc plans are likely to propose more 
housing.   

• The 2050 Plan will identify broad locations for new development. 
It will be up to Local Plans to identify specific development sites 
within this framework.



The Strategic Vision 2050 – a few excerpts

By 2050, Oxfordshire will:

➢have achieved carbon neutral status, and be accelerating towards a carbon negative 
future, removing more carbon than it emits each year. 

➢be the first generation to leave the natural environment in a better state than that in 
which we found it  (FoE statement in 2015!)

➢have a healthier and happier population with better physical and mental health. 

➢be a more equal place, supported by inclusive growth that gives everyone a fair 
chance in life to prosper. Deprivation and disadvantage will have been tackled 
wherever it manifests itself in our urban and rural areas, and discrimination will have 
been removed.

➢have energy efficient, well-designed homes, sufficient in numbers, location, type, 
size, tenure and affordability to meet the needs of our growing economy, young 
people, residents and future generations.

➢have transformed movement and connectivity within the county and beyond. 



So….

The right words are there –

do the policies and proposals deliver?



And…  The Oxford-Cambridge Arc

The consultation document is completely uncritical of plans for the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc which is talking up plans for 1 Million new 
homes in the five county area of the Arc. 

Current Arc proposals are hopelessly weak on the environmental and 
climate impacts. Focusing development in this area is likely to increase 
inequality across England.

We need to respond to the Arc consultation as well: 
https://www.oxfoe.co.uk/oxford-friends-of-the-earth/local-
development-issues/



Planning our responses

We can respond on:

• Themes and Policies 

• Spatial Strategy Options (where the houses go)

• (and monitoring etc.)



Key Themes and Policies 

Key Themes and Policies 

1. Addressing climate change 

2. Improving environmental quality 

3. Creating strong and healthy communities 

4. Planning for sustainable travel and connectivity

5. Creating jobs and providing homes 

There are 32 policies within these five themes, with ‘preferred policy 
options’ and alternatives.

These are a huge improvement on the texts in the first consultation! 



Theme One: Addressing Climate Change

Using this theme as an example:  The policies are on:

Policy option 01 - Sustainable Design and Construction

Policy option 02 - Energy

Policy option 03 - Water Efficiency

Policy option 04 - Flood Risk



As an example Policy 1:

[This has been an OxFoE 
campaign target since 
2019.](partial text)
Alternative policy 
options are weaker – e.g. 
‘to defer guidance on 
sustainable design and 
construction to building 
regulations and the 
Future Homes and 
Future Buildings 
Standards’. 
Each policy option has 
supporting text 
(numbered paras)



Our responses should show clear support for those policies we 
support as well as criticising / amending those we don’t. 

Generally the ‘preferred policy options’ are the most ambitious. 

Some could be more ambitious.

Please share any specific policy responses:  climate@oxfoe.co.uk



Transport

Along with buildings transport is the main source of emissions. There are 
five transport policies:

Policy option 17 - Towards a Net Zero Transport Network

Policy option 18 - Sustainable Transport in New Development

Policy option 19 - Supporting Sustainable Freight Management

Policy option 20 - Digital Infrastructure

Policy option 21 - Strategic Infrastructure Priorities

Policy 17 states that “All development proposals should be planned to 
both take account of, and take opportunities to support delivery of an 
Oxfordshire net zero carbon emissions transport network, including:…..”  

Is this good enough?



Policies on Homes

Housing levels are controversial!  These three policies and texts cover 
the key issues. 

Policy option 28 - Homes: How Many? Commitments and Locations

Policy option 29 - Urban Renewal

Policy option 30 - Affordable Homes

This links to the Spatial Strategy Options



Spatial Strategy Options – where to grow
These options are:

1. Focus on opportunities at larger settlements & planned growth locations

2. Focus on Oxford-led growth

3. Focus on opportunities in sustainable transport corridors & at strategic 
transport hubs

4. Focus on strengthening business locations

5. Focus on supporting rural communities

Each option is high level and helps identify where new housingand other 
development could be located. “It may be that a mix of options will be needed”.

This is likely to be the most controversial part of the debate. OxFoE may survey its 
supporters.



What do we think?



Responding to the consultation

You can respond to any section, theme, paragraph or option.

For links: https://www.oxfoe.co.uk/oxford-friends-of-the-earth/local-
development-issues/

The form is quite basic:

https://www.oxfoe.co.uk/oxford-friends-of-the-earth/local-development-issues/


The form:



Next steps



And….



The City’s new Local Plan
Oxford City Council is starting to develop their next Local Plan. 
This will:
• cover the key planning and development issues facing the city.
• set out a planning strategy for meeting the needs of the city to 

2040.
• identify the locations for new housing 
• set out the strategy for delivering housing and jobs to meet the 

needs of the community, including affordable housing. 
• set out policies to protect open space, ecological habitat and 

areas of heritage; 
• help to support the transition towards a zero carbon city 
• have an role in ensuring that principles of high quality design 

guide new development, and addressing health and wellbeing 
and inequalities across Oxford.



The key issues



The survey covers these issues

▪What may be the lasting effects of the pandemic?

▪How should we respond to the climate emergency?

▪Overcoming Inequalities

▪ Inclusive economy

▪Health and wellbeing

▪Our neighbourhoods

▪Our environment



The climate questions:
What do you think are the greatest opportunities for responding to the Climate Emergency?

1. Reducing vehicle movements into and around the city

2. Travelling less and or using sustainable modes

3. Promoting regeneration on brownfield sites

4. Ensuring we can adapt to more extreme weather events such as flooding, heat waves and storms

5. More planting of trees, hedges, etc.

6. Making better use of natural resources

7. Ensuring low carbon use in the building of and running of new buildings

8. Focus on existing buildings being carbon efficient

9. Requiring contributions to carbon offsetting from new development

Other/ Comments box as well.

We are asked to  rate: Very important / Important / Neutral / Less important /Not important



Looks like this:



A focus on 
neighbourhoods:



So who wants to help shape an OxFoE response?   

• Please add your email in the chat box



Thankyou!

Follow up on Facebook: 

Join us: members@oxfoe.co.uk

chrischurch@oxfoe.co.uk


