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We need better homes now!
The UK is committed to a zero-carbon future. That means upgrading our buildings, our 
transport system, and our food supply to save energy and cut waste.  Saving energy in 
existing buildings will be a huge task but we are also planning to build a great many new 
buildings.  

Current plans for Oxfordshire include up to 100,000 new homes by 2031.  If new homes 
(however many are finally built) continue to waste energy (as most new homes will at 
present) then they will make the climate crisis worse.  We need all our new homes and 
settlements to be healthy and sustainable.

We need every new home to be ‘zero carbon’.
This is technically feasible - what it needs is the political will.  As long ago as 2008 the 
government proposed a ‘zero carbon homes standard’ but this plan was dropped in 2016. 

We need action nationally and locally.
The government is discussing a ‘Future Homes Standard’ that will set out how homes 
should be built. That must take us to Zero Carbon homes as fast as possible.

Our local councils can play an important role – they have all committed to tackle climate 
change. They can:

• Set the highest possible standards for new buildings when agreeing planning permission

• Work to those standards when they are involved in any new building

• Help tackle the ‘skills gap’ – there is a need for support to train designers, builders and 
installers in new technologies

Architects, designers and builders all have a part to play, by showing how new buildings 
can be ‘carbon neutral’ and by setting the highest standards in design and construction.

The sooner we act to tackle the climate crisis, the faster we cut 
emissions. We need new homes to be zero carbon now, not in ten 
years time.  We can all play a part in making the change happen.



Oxfordshire Zero Carbon Homes Initiative
– what are we doing?

We are:
•  Planning discussions with councils, architects, 

builders and others involved in this work to build 
support and explore the problems that they will 
face in moving to a zero carbon standard.

•  Producing a guide that tackles the ‘reasons why 
not’ and the myths around zero carbon homes,  
that explains the issues, sets out the benefits, 
and highlights the best examples around the UK

•  Highlighting the zero carbon homes that are 
already being built in Oxfordshire and across the UK

•  Developing a ‘Supplementary Planning 
Document’ for councils that have declared a 
‘climate emergency’ to support them in pushing 
for the best possible practice in building new 
homes

We invite you to sign our petition that will go to our 
local councils as a first step, to show them that 
people in Oxfordshire want to see positive change: 
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/zero-carbon-
homes-for-oxfordshire

What is a zero-carbon home?

Zero Carbon homes are those 
that have highest standards for 
both construction and operation.

A net zero carbon home is one in which:
•  “the amount of carbon emissions associated 

with a building’s production and construction 
stages up to practical completion is zero or 
negative” and

•  “the amount of carbon emissions associated 
with the building’s operational energy on an 
annual basis is zero or negative

A net zero carbon building is highly energy 
efficient and powered from on-site and/or off-site 
renewable energy sources, with any remaining 
carbon balance offset by other measures.

A full definition is available from the UK Green 
Buildings Council: 
https://www.ukgbc.org/wp-content/uploads/201
9/04/Net-Zero-Carbon-Buildings-A-framework-
definition.pdf

Oxfordshire Zero Carbon Homes Initiative (OZCHI) is a voluntary initiative working to
make Zero Carbon Homes the ‘new normal’.  
We work to:

• Build support from all sectors for an agreed national goal

• Encourage local councils to push for new homes to 
be zero carbon.

• Tackle the reasons why people say this ‘can’t be done’

OZCHI has been set up by Oxford Friends of the Earth. 
There is work to be done and we welcome people to help with this.

www.oxfoe.co.uk  

We recognise the challenges. One is the political will. We also see the need for clear incentives to stimulate 
and support best practice, and for better advice and support for local planning authorities. We have an active 
working group on this issue, and welcome anyone who would like to help make these changes happen.  

Contact us via  homes@oxfoe.co.uk 
See our website: www.oxfoe.co.uk/zero-carbon-homes-for-oxfordshire/


